



MADE LIKE HIM

Psalm 8:1–9
Key Verse: 8:5

“Yet you have made him a little lower than the heavenly beings and crowned him with glory and honor.”

Have you ever done a restoration project? A kitchen, a bathroom, or maybe a whole house, inside and out? At first it seems impossible. We’re scared and have no vision of what the ugly, smelly, dilapidated place could be. But with imagination, creativity, resourcefulness, and a lot of hard work––and cost––the place gets transformed into something beautiful. It’s a kind of allegory for the gospel. Today we’re going to be thinking about restoration, or transformation: not of living spaces, but of human beings. Psalm 8 is about creation in general, but it especially points us to Jesus and the transformation he brings. It reveals God’s greatest majesty, his greatest glory––to make us like Jesus. Really? How can we experience this? May God speak to us through his word.

Today we begin our Summer Series in the Psalms with Psalm 8. What’s the context of this Psalm? Psalms 1 & 2 begin all the Psalms with God’s ideal man and God’s ideal king. Then, Psalms 3–8 contain some of David’s laments and cries for help. But Psalm 8 is the first one with no lament, no cry; it’s all about praise to God. It begins and ends with an exclamation, “O LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!” (1a,9) Let’s first think about his name. In Hebrew it begins, “O Yahweh, our Adonai”––two very different words for God. “Yahweh” is a word based on the name God gave of himself: “I AM WHO I AM” (Ex.3:14). In reverence for his holiness, Moses abbreviated it to “Yahweh.” In a sense, this “name” of God refers to his eternal being. But it also came to mean the personal, loving God who came to deliver his people from their groaning in Egypt. Yahweh is the God who sees, knows, and cares for each human being. He’s the LORD who created the Garden of Eden for Adam. In the Book of Psalms this name for God, “Yahweh,” is used most often in the Bible––over 700 times! When we experience who this God is, we cannot but shout praises to him.

Next, let’s think about the word “majestic.” “Majestic” is the major theme of Psalm 8. “Majestic” is something vast, like the oceans or tallest trees. It also came to be used to describe kings. It means “great,” “noble,” or “powerful.” In verse 1 the words “majestic” and “glory” are similar. The point here is, God’s “name” is “majestic” in “all the earth.” It means all of creation reveals God’s character: the glory, greatness and almighty power of God. Verse 1b adds, “You have set your glory above the heavens.” God’s glory is above and beyond even the highest things in creation. In majesty and glory, no one and nothing else even comes close to the LORD. He is above all. We all need to see and to praise him.

Look at verse 2. At first these words are not easy to understand. But they help us see how God works. The LORD is so majestic, so mighty, so glorious. And yet he chooses to work through “babies” and “infants.” They symbolize the weakest, most humble people. In contrast, David mentions “the enemy” and “the avenger.” They are scary. David calls them “your foes,” foes of God, people opposed to God. Why are they God’s foes? Because they are so strong, they think they can challenge God, do better than God, or even “get back at God.” 

Verse 2 says God “stills” these foes. How? It’s not through exerting his almighty power, but through the mouths of babies and infants––God establishes strength through them. Why? Because they don’t depend on their own strength, clever minds, or abilities. They depend on the majestic name of God, in childlike trust. Our Lord Jesus quoted this verse when he entered Jerusalem and the children were crying out in the temple, “Hosanna to the Son of David!” (Matt.21:15–16) Through these children’s praises God stilled the chief priests’ and scribes’ criticisms of Jesus. Apostle Paul knew firsthand that this is how God works, so he wrote, “For when I am weak, then I am strong” (2 Cor.12:10).

	Now let’s read verse 3. When we look up at a clear night sky, we’re staring at just some of the majesty of God. The moon itself is so stunning, so profound. The stars splashed across the sky seem so deep and so endless. Yet God made them all, with just his fingers! He’s so powerful, it was like nothing for him. Gazing up at a starry night sky can make us, in comparison, feel insignificant. 

So David asks a question. Read verse 4. Here the Hebrew word for “man” is “enosh.” It refers to humans in all our frailty and weakness. The parallel words, “son of man,” are literally “son of Adam.” In Hebrew, “Adam” is similar to the word “dust.” So it’s really, “son of dust,” even more lowly. In great contrast to us is God our Creator. He doesn’t need to be bothered with us. But he’s so mindful of each human being. He cares so much for each person. Why? He formed us out of the dust of the ground, breathed into us the breath of life, and made us a living creature (Gen.2:7). We’re so fragile, we can’t even understand how we stay alive. Like the psalmist, all we can say is that we’re just part of the majesty of God.

	But there’s more. Read verses 5–8. This goes back to the original creation. After God created a beautiful and perfect ecosystem, with everything in its ordered place, all working in harmony, and all the land animals, he said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth” (Gen.1:26). Like the animals, we’re all vulnerable, frail and weak. But unlike them, God made us in his image and gave us dominion over all the earth. He made us a little lower than the heavenly beings and crowned us with glory and honor. What is this glory and honor? It’s the privilege of knowing God, of growing in his image and serving under him in godly dominion over all his creation. The creation of human beings in his image as caretakers of his world is another way God reveals his majesty.

	But because of sin we all fell far from God’s original plan and vision for us. We degraded to the animal level. We were in a meaningless struggle for survival, with an ugly sinful nature, and we brought ruin and misery to God’s beautiful creation. But read verses 4–5 again. This not only looks back at God’s original creation; it also predicts the coming of Jesus. The great and awesome Creator God is still “mindful” of us, even though we’re so sinful. He still “cares for” us, so much so that he sent his only Son to come in human form as a humble servant.

Jesus is this “Son of Man.” He was born to share in our flesh and blood, to be made like us in every respect, to be tempted as we are, and, by the grace of God, even to taste death for us. For a little while he was made lower than the angels. But now, the Son of Man is “crowned with glory and honor.” God put everything in subjection under his feet. All God’s angels worship him (Heb.1–2). 

But what does this have to do with us? Everything. In this Jesus, even the most sinsick human beings can be reclaimed and restored in God’s image. Paul wrote, “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation” (2 Cor.5:17a). Before believing in Jesus, we were in sin. Paul wrote elsewhere that we were dead in the trespasses and sins in which we walked. We just followed the course of this world, the spirit at work in the sons of disobedience, living in the passions of the flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and the mind. By nature we were children of wrath, like the rest of mankind. We had no power to change. But God, rich in mercy, made us alive together with Christ. He saved us by his grace, raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places. Now, we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works (Eph.2:1–10). It’s none other than a miracle of God. It reveals the glory and majesty of God.

By faith in Christ we now “put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge after the image of its creator. Here there is not Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave, free; but Christ is all, and in all” (Col.3:10–11). Through faith in Christ, our race, culture and human background no longer matter. Anyone can be made like him. In Christ, Apostle Paul had a glorious hope for all those who live by faith in him: “Just as we have borne the image of the man of dust, we shall also bear the image of the man of heaven” (1 Cor.15:49). He taught us, “For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among many brothers” (Rom.8:29). Christ is the Second Adam. His glory and honor are that God creates a new humanity through those who live by faith in him. No longer do sin and death keep spreading and reigning through us; instead, the grace of God begins to reign in life through us (Rom.5:12–21). Wow!

But how? How can weak and sinful human beings be crowned with glory and honor like Jesus? Paul writes, “And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to another. For this comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit” (2 Cor.3:18). Our transformation happens as we behold the glory of Jesus. The more we behold him, the more the Spirit transforms us into his image. We need to behold him from the beginning of our Christian lives to the end. As we behold his glory, we receive encouragement and comfort from his love. We participate in the Spirit. We’re renewed in his affection and sympathy. We grow in his humility to count others more significant as ourselves. We even look to the interests of others. In short, we grow in the mind of Christ toward each other (Phil.2:1–5).

Being crowned with the glory and honor of Jesus, made like him, ultimately means we become children of God. This gives us great hope both for this life and for the life to come. Apostle John writes: “See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children of God; and so we are. The reason why the world does not know us is that it did not know him. Beloved, we are God’s children now, and what we will be has not yet appeared; but we know that when he appears we shall be like him, because we shall see him as he is. And everyone who thus hopes in him purifies himself as he is pure” (1 John 3:1–3).

Read verse 6 again. Here, the word “dominion” means to rule or reign. It’s how God first created human beings: to be stewards of his world (Gen.1:28). But this dominion is not oppressive. As we come to Jesus, take his yoke and learn from him, we learn his gentle and lowly heart and find rest for our souls (Matt.11:29). We learn not to lord it over or exercise authority over others, but to humbly serve. The dominion of the Son of Man is “not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many” (Mark 10:45). This Jesus, the humble Servant, the Son of Man who gave his life as a ransom for us, is now crowned with glory and honor. In him we share his kind of dominion. We don’t leave a trail of wounded or crushed people in our wake. We have dominion “of the work of his hands,” of God’s life-giving, healing work. It’s a dominion that wins sinners’ hearts back to the living God. Made like him, God uses even us to bring his gospel of redemption and healing to our fellow fallen human beings. As we see the power of his gospel transforming people from all over the world, all walks of life, all life experiences, we see more and more of the majesty of the LORD in all the earth. 

	We human beings like to make distinctions. We set people apart by their family rank or achievements. In the church there are new believers, committed disciples, and leaders. But according to the Bible, we are all one in Christ Jesus (Gal.3:28). Here in verse 5, God crowned each human being with glory and honor by creating us in his image. Our sins left us spiritually dead, sick, and lost. But in Jesus, the Son of Man, we are made alive and recreated into his original glorious image. In Christ, each of us was created to be a shepherd like God. But we can never do it on our own. On our own we’ll only remain in our pride, our selfishness, our ugly sinfulness and self-righteousness. But as we learn to live in Christ, we begin to see ourselves in his new humanity. We begin to put on our new self each day. We begin to behold his glory. Then, through the Spirit, we draw on all his goodness. We grow in his mind, his humility, his obedience, his purity, his servant heart, his compassion. Instead of seeing others as hopeless renovation projects that we should run away from, we begin to see them, as Philip Yancey says, with “grace-healed eyes,”[footnoteRef:0] as what they can be in Jesus. [0:  What’s So Amazing About Grace? (2nd Edition, 2023)] 


	So, are you ready for a spiritual restoration project? Are you ready to be restored in the image of our God and Savior Jesus Christ? Are you ready to become part of his humble, gracious, beautiful dominion? Are you ready to see his majesty in all the earth? Read verse 5 again. May God help each one of us experience his majesty of being made like Jesus our Good Shepherd.
